Renew the Legacy...
Fulfill the Vision

Renton Parks, Recreation, Open Space
and Natural Resources Plan

Community Visioning Workshop Summary

April 2011



Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Natural Resources Plan
Community Visioning Workshop Summary



Table of Contents

T2} d e Yo 18 Lot o] o I UTE TR TR ORI

WOTIKSNOP OVEIVIEW ..cvvvviiiieiieeeeeeeeeeteiieee e e e e e e e e e evareee e e e e e e e e e e eesssaaaneeeeeeeens

VisUal Prefer@nce SUMVEY ...ttt e e e e

Breakout Group EXEICISE ....cueiiiiiee ettt e e e e e e rrar e e e e e e e
RefiNING the ViSION ...vuueiie e e e e e e e e eeeaens
Appendix A: Sign In Sheet and Agenda
Appendix B: Visual Preference Score Card
Appendix C: Visual Preference Survey Results
Appendix D: Break Out Group Exercise

Appendix E: Public Comments

Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Natural Resources Plan
Community Visioning Workshop Summary



Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Natural Resources Plan
Community Visioning Workshop Summary



Introduction

This document summarizes the outcomes of the Community Visioning Workshop held at the
Renton Community Center on March 29, 2011. In total, over 100 participants attended the
event. A count of 87 residents and other stakeholders does not include City of Renton staff
members who came to participate and assist in the event. The meeting sign-in sheet and agenda
are provided in Appendix A. The contact information has been removed for privacy. Feedback
from the workshop will be used to develop the vision and goals for the Parks, Recreation, Open
Space and Natural Resources (PROSNR) plan.

Workshop Overview

The workshop began with a welcome and introduction by the project consultants, MIG, Inc.
Following the introduction, the workshop consisted of two primary activities: the Visual
Preference Survey and a Breakout Group Exercise.

Visual Preference Survey

The Visual Preference Survey (VPS) is a valuable tool to measure public opinion on a range of
factors related to the parks, recreation, open space and natural resources system. Based on this
important feedback, the exercise helps refine the types of features envisioned for the City’s park
system.

The survey consisted of a series of 26 images depicting a wide range of park development and
facility concepts. The images were selected to test the community’s preferences for facilities
that could be added or enhanced. None of the images presented are of facilities or sites in
Renton. This allowed participants to consider the content of the image rather than their
personal opinions about the park site. Each image was individually displayed for approximately
one to two minutes, which included a brief explanation of each image by the consultant.
Attendees were instructed to indicate personal preference on a score card (Appendix B).

Responses were organized into two categories: personal preference and preferred location.
Options for personal preference included: | really like it, I'd consider It, | don't think so, or I'm
not sure. Choices for preferred location included: downtown/local business district (LBD),
residential area, or natural area. It is important to note that respondents were allowed to
choose all locations as appropriate for any of the concepts presented. The full set of concept
images presented along with the workshop participant results are included in Appendix C.
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Personal Preference Selections - Overall

Based on the total number of participants that responded “I Really Like It,” the highest selected
image was image N with 73% of the votes, followed by image E with 68% and image B with 66%
(Figure 1).

Figure 1: Top Selected "I Really Like It" Images
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By combining the selections of "I Really Like It" with "I'd Consider It," the three same images are
the top selection. Image N and E received 93% of the overall votes, and Image B received 91% of
the votes. A common element in these images is the connection being made with the outdoors
through activities. These images directly relate to activities and user groups that have been
previously indicated as important; namely water access, young children and the natural
environment. It should also be noted that the preferred location for these activities were a mix
of natural and residential areas.

The choice "I Don't Think So" was selected with less frequency than the "I Really Like It" and "I'd
Consider It" choices. The highest selection of “I Don’t Think So” choice was image T with 34%
votes, followed by Image | with 30% and Image S with 29% of the votes (Figure 2). These images
have less direct connection with an activity. All of these images have specific built elements that
provide a focus for responses. While these images did not rank high in the Overall Preference
Section, the preferred location for these images was mainly downtown or residential.

Figure 2: Top Selected "l Don't Think So" Images
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Preferred Location Selections

Based on the top ranked personal preference selections, workshop participants clearly prefer
more natural outdoor settings for recreation activities. The images that were least liked were
some of the more urban elements presented. To understand visual preference selections made
at the workshop, a review of the preferred location is needed. The following summarizes
workshop voting by preferred location, organized by the top ranked personal preferences within
each location.

The preferred location selections had three categories to choose from:
e Downtown/LBD
e Residential, and
e Natural Areas

Because respondents could select more than one setting, the results created a continuum of
settings rather than a top selection. Based on the workshop results, there are five categories
used to discuss key findings:

e Downtown/LBD,

e Downtown/LBD and Residential,
e Residential,

e Residential and Natural, and

e Natural Areas

None of the location preference selections at the workshop resulted in a combination of
Downtown/LBD and Natural Areas.

Downtown/Local Business District

This location preference captures the Central City, commercial corridors and more highly
developed mixed use areas distributed in Renton. These areas are characterized by higher traffic
(auto, pedestrian and other modes) a more densely built environment and generally more
limited outdoor opportunities.

Based on images that participants considered most appropriate to downtown/LBD, the most
preferred (based on the 'l Really Like It' preference level) were images K with 54%, S with 48%
and F with 43% of the votes (Figure 3). Combining these scores with 'l'd Consider It' results in
77%, 68% and 83% respectively.
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Figure 3: Top Selected Downtown/LBD Location by Image Preference Rank
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Image S received the third highest ranking in the "I Don't Think So" category when looking at
Overall Preferences. However, in the context of a downtown setting, Image S ranked second in
the “I Really Like It” preference for Downtown/LBD environments.

Downtown/LBD or Residential

A second set of high responses clustered between the Downtown/LBD and Residential
categories. Recognizing that there are residential areas within and around the commercial
centers of Renton, this grouping captured images that were highly ranked as appropriate for
either Downtown/LBD or Residential areas.

Within this cluster of location responses, the top three images (based on the 'l Really Like It'
preference level) were Image C with 46%, Image L with 44% and Image D with 42% of the votes
(Figure 4). Combining these scores with 'I'd Consider It' results in 84%, 84% and 75%
respectively.

Figure 4: Top Selected Downtown/LBD or Residential Location by Image Preference Rank
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Image D

Image L ranked very highly as appropriate for downtown or residential settings but did not rank
as highly in Overall Preference as Image K, another pathway concept. Image D, one of two
skateboarding concepts, ranked higher than Image T in the Overall Preference but also had a
relatively high ‘l Don’t Think So’ response in the Overall Preference category
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Residential

A wider variety of images ranked highly as appropriate for residential settings. This setting
captures traditional neighborhoods and other close-to-home environments for Renton
residents.

Looking at just the cluster of images respondents felt were most appropriate to the residential
setting, the most preferred (based on the 'l Really Like It' preference level) were Image B with
66%, Image W with 51% and Image M with 48% of the votes (Figure 5). Combining these scores
with 'lI'd Consider It' results in 91%, 79% and 84% respectively.

Figure 5: Top Selected Residential Location by Image Preference Rank
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Image B ranked highly overall (ranking third in the preference only ranking) and was
overwhelmingly associated with the residential setting. Image M, including a sports field, out
ranked the other sports field option presented, Image Z which was a sports field complex. The
Overall Preference rankings were close, with the larger difference being that Image M was more
clearly preferred for the residential setting.

Residential or Natural Area

This cluster of responses recognizes the overlap and adjacency between residential and natural
area settings. In this cluster of responses, the top three images (based on the 'l Really Like It'
preference level) were Image N with 73%, Image H with 46% and Image Q with 41% of the votes
(Figure 6). Combining these scores with 'I'd Consider It' results in 93%, 87% and 77%
respectively.

Figure 6: Top Selected Residential or Natural Area Location by Image Preference Rank
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In several ways, the highly ranked images could represent facilities or concepts that form a
transition between the developed close-to-home activities and the natural environment.

Natural Area

The natural area setting captures the many highly valued forested and otherwise natural feeling
areas within the city.

Looking at just the cluster of images respondents thought were most appropriate to the natural
area setting, the most preferred (based on the 'l Really Like It' preference level) were images E
with 68%, P with 52% and J with 32% of the votes (Figure 7). Combining these scores with “I'd
Consider It,” results in 93%, 85% and 63% respectively.

Figure 7: Top Selected Natural Area Location by Image Preference Rank
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The high Overall Preference result for Image E is coupled with a strong connection to the natural
area setting. Image J, while in the top three concepts most associated with the natural area
setting, is not highly rated in the Overall Preference selection.

Breakout Group Exercise

Following the Visual Preference Survey (VPS), workshop participants
broke-out into several smaller groups, organized into five focus
areas: fitness and health, building community, natural resources and
the environment, neighborhood identity and youth. Each group
identified an individual who kept notes of the discussion through the
exercise.

Following an introduction of group members, each group held a ten-
minute brainstorming session to discuss what is working and what is
missing for that group’s focus area. The group discussed which
parks, facilities, programs and other elements should be retained or
enhanced, as well as those that would be needed in Renton.

During the discussion, the groups used stickers, pens and notes to
translate the ideas generated during the discussion to a map of Map Exercise - Youth
Renton's existing PROSNR system. The breakout group discussion Focus Area
instructions and map results are included in Appendix D. The
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workshop breakout group discussions resulted in 11 group maps: fitness and health (3), building
community (2), natural resources and the environment (2), neighborhood identity (1), and youth
(3). Based on the maps and discussion, major themes for each focus area emerged. These major
themes have been developed to inform the development of a plan vision for the future park

system and do not include details of all of the specific facilities indicated on the discussion maps.

Fitness and Health

Renton’s existing park system should be improved to maximize valuable assets for fitness and
health. Sports fields and pools offer places to play and stay healthy. The condition of existing
sports fields should be improved with new turf and lighting. New major facilities, including a
sports field complex and skate parks are indicated. Community partnerships for the
maintenance of existing school pools should be established. Trail connections and access to Lake
Washington for water-based recreation are also important.

Building Community

Unique regionally recognized facilities such as a salmon-focused research and tourism facility
can serve to build community in Renton. Development of plazas and play areas should break-up
auto-oriented development, with opportunities for community gardening located throughout
Renton. A connected trail and bikeway system can also build community while linking the City.
Communication and outreach to Renton’s culturally diverse residents is key and can be
improved to create a more inclusive City.

Natural Resource and the Environment

The natural environment is an important City resource. The City’s natural areas should be
improved through increased habitat connectivity and natural area corridors. Interpretive
signage, demonstration gardens and native plantings should be provided to educate the public
about these lands. The City should also build partnerships with private industries to leverage
funding for protection, including additional acquisition, of these important resources.

Neighborhood Identity

Renton residents are proud of their City and the park system can be used to strengthen
neighborhood identity. Interpretive signage should be provided in all of Renton’s parks to
convey the City’s unique history and identify. Trail connections, temporary art exhibits and
neighborhood gardens can add to the City’s identify by creating spaces for residents and visitors
to recreate, gather, learn about and enjoy Renton.

Youth

Transportation to parks and recreation facilities is a primary concern among Renton’s youth.
Public transportation should be planned in conjunction with park system development, adding
bus stops and transit shelters near park and recreation facility entrances. Safety is another
concern and should be addressed through park design and surveillance. The City should foster
its partnership with the Renton School District for coordinated public use of school recreation
facilities. New and existing recreation programs should add variety and introduce Renton’s
youth to new experiences and fun. Additional access and non-motorized boating facilities on
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Lake Washington, as well as additional ball fields and skateparks should also be offered to
provide places for youth to have fun and promote healthy lifestyles.

Map Comments

In addition to these broad themes, a large number of more detailed comments were recorded
on the maps that will inform specific recommendation development as the process moves
forward. Appendix D includes images of the maps with the specific comments made by each
group. These comments included:

e Additional sports fields, including soccer, baseball, cricket and rugby, individually or in a
complex;

e Implementing the Tri-Park Master Plan

e Boating and water access facilities;

Dog parks (including the possibility of spreading this around the city);

Community gardens;

Partnering to maintain existing school pools;

Centralized scheduleing of recreation facilities between Community Services and Renton

Schools;

e  Working farm;

e Walking trails; and

e Artcenter.

Refining the Vision

After the break out group exercise, a large group discussion regarding the overall vision for
PROSNR system was facilitated by the consultant. Each focus area group was asked to provide a
key element that their group had found in their discussion. After each key element was
introduced, the whole group was asked for a show of hands as to whether other groups had also
discussed that element. Elaboration and comments were taken before moving on to additional
topics. The ideas generated in this discussion were recorded on the wall. An image of these
notes is provided at the end of this summary and the major points are clarified below. With the
large number of participants, there was not necessarily consensus, so some comments may
seem to re-emphasize or conflict with others.

e The City needs to both build new parks and facilities as well as maintain the entire
system

e Make more and more flexible use of existing land and facilities

e Facilities with year-round use should be a priority

e Focus on maintaining existing facilities

e Existing school pools are important and partnerships are needed to support them
0 Lindbergh High School (LHS) was specifically called out

e Waterfront facilities: Lake Washington and Cedar River are key resources
0 Great for all ages including youth!

e Users need better access to more facilities
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e Environmental education and building a stewardship ethic should be a focus of
programming

e Integration of art into park facilities and sites

O Art center for all ages/all arts!

0 Neighborhood-based art installations
e Improve connectivity —there are many aspects including:

O Habitat

0 Trails

0 Connections between home, parks and schools are especially important
e Strive for a balance of parks and programs throughout the city and destination features
e Destination features should be state of the art, including:

0 Skate parks

0 Pool complex

0 Sports field complex
e Transit access or shuttles could help get people to these facilities if they are well located
e Local features and programs should focus on:

0 Accessibility for people with fewer options

0 Network of gardens — focus on areas of need
e Community “parks raising”, we could build features ourselves if allowed to?
e Inall things, partners should be actively sought out to help support building and

maintaining parks, facilities and programs.

These key elements of the visioning group discussions will be integrated into the vision for the
PROSNR Plan.

Figure 8: Refining the Vision Discussion Wallgraphic
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